The Leif Eiriksson Icelandic Club of Calgary

hosted the 89 ™ Annual Convention of the

Icelandic National league of North America
APRIL 24 — 27, 2008
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The Leif Eiriksson Icelandic Club of Calgary gratef ully acknowledges the
donations received to ensure a very successful conv ention. We are very grateful
to the Alberta Government and the Alberta Lottery F  und for the generous grant we
received from them with the help of our own members especially the Thorarinson
Family, and the many private donations received fro = m members of our club
including all the Silent Auction items. We also tha nk Landsbanki for sponsoring

the Markerville tour and the Opening Ceremonies rec  eption. Thank you to Iceland
Naturally for the entertainment and support of the Icelandic Week in Calgary. We
thank the committee members and the many volunteers who pulled together to
put on one of the greatest conventions ever held by the INL. We also thank the
Westin Hotel in Calgary for their assistance and co  -operation in the planning and

setting up of the convention.

The convention got kicked off early
with a bus tour to Markerville and
area. The delegates visited the
Stephan G. Stephansson Provincial
Historic  Site, the  Markerville
Creamery and Lutheran Church.
The ladies of Markerville provided a
marvelous luncheon. Over 50
people took this tour sponsored by g=
Landsbanki .  Those taking part 7
were raving about the wonderful
hospitality in such a small
community as Markerville.

Registration began at 5 p.m. on
Thursday evening, April  24/08.
Pictured at the left on the registration
desk is from the left, Rosa Johnston,
Jane McReynolds, Arndis Bildfell and
Kelsey Shouldice. Not pictured: Lynn
Brooks.




The Hospitality room, under the direction of Dr. Beverly Anderson, was open to
delegates on that evening and other times during the convention. Thursday
evening there was a piano player, Norton Mellom with Mae Littlewood on bass
guitar entertaining. They are pictured above. Pretty soon there was a full
fledged wonderful sing song which was. The bar tenders, Rob and Dan Grisdale,
served free beverages and snacks in the beautiful room that was great for visiting
and renewing past acquaintances.

Friday morning, while the President’s meeting was being held, there was a
walking tour of downtown Calgary for a number of delegates. LEIC President
Brent Grisdale opened the Convention followed by INL President Garry
Oddleifson. Coordinators, Gwen Mann and Margaret Grisdale were introduced.
They worked behind the scenes making sure everything went well so they were
not visibly noticeable during the convention.

The theme for the convention was “Our Future: Then and Now”.  Carol Blyth
and her program committee worked diligently to put together an interesting and
informative program. The poem “Toast to Alberta” was

read by Jesse Bourne, great great grandson of Stephan

G. Stephansson the famous Icelandic poet who settled

and farmed in Markerville, Alberta. We believe this

poem was first read at one of the very first INL

conventions by S.G. S. himself.

The guest speakers were asked to discuss what
Stephan’s visions were for Alberta as indicated by his
poem. “Then- Honouring the Past’ Jonas Thér
traced the migration and settlement of Icelanders in
North America, the reasons for leaving, the values
inherent in the immigrants. He discussed the influence
the Icelandic immigrants had on their chosen country-

the social history.
Jesse Bourne



Dr. Roger Gibbins, President and CEO of the Canada West Foundation spoke on
what is happening in the present. “Now- What are the Challenges?”

Dr. Gibbins addressed the issues in today’s economy. He outlined the challenges
and the opportunities that face us - wealth management, ecological issues,
health care, trends in immigration, and is progress “more of everything”?

President of LEIC Brent Grisdale Dr. Roger  Gibbins Jonas bor

In the afternoon, small groups were formed to talk
about what the expectations are for the future. A
summary of the outcome of these discussions has
been sent to the INL and the Chapters. It is posted
on the leic website, www.leic.ca. Moderator for the
discussion groups was Joan Trimble pictured at left.

A barbershop guartet  “Close
Encounter” pictured at the right
entertained at lunch time on Friday
and delighted the diners with their
songs. Bjarki Sveinbjornsson, PhD, musicologist spoke at noon regarding his
research into Icelandic-Canadian musicians and researching previously
undiscovered music in North America.

There were Poster Board presentations in the Foyer on Friday afternoon -
displays by the Markerville and Edmonton Clubs, 2 Icelandic dogs for people to
see and pet and information on Icelandic horses and sheep, Green Roofs had a
display and there were Icelandic costumes and a spinning and carding of wool
demonstration. A Display Room with vendors selling Icelandic or other goods
was open for viewing and purchasing unique items or advertising their business.



The Master of Ceremonies for the Opening Ceremonies on Friday evening was
Garry Oddleifson, President of the INL. The dignitaries marched in to the tune of
the Alberta Centennial Song led by the President of the INL, Garry Oddleifson
escorting the Alberta Fjallkona, Iris Torfason
(pictured at left) who brought greetings. Ingrid
Geppert led the singing of the anthems of
Canada, United States and Iceland with John
Borgford at the piano.
The speakers for the evening were Almar
Grimsson, INL Iceland President, Deputy
Mayor of Calgary, Mr. Jim Stevenson, MLA for
Calgary Hayes, Mr. Art Johnson and His
Excellency, Markas Orn Antonsson, Icelandic
Ambassador to Canada. Present for the
convention was the Permanent Secretary to
the Prime Minister of Iceland, Halldér Arnasson. Honourary Memberships were
introduced by Brent Grisdale, President of the Leif Eiriksson Icelandic Club and
certificates were presented by Dr. Hallgrimur Benediktsson, Honourary Icelandic
Consul for Southern Alberta. The honourees were; Andrew and Susan
Anderson of Calgary, Lorne and Linda
Bjarnason of Calgary, and Mauvis
Marteinson of Calgary. As Carol Blyth
was unable to accept her award in
Winnipeg in 2007, it was presented to
her at this time. Following these
presentations came the surprise
announcement that Dilla Narfason was

the winner of the
At left Larry Johnson and Dilla Narfason
Bogomil Font pictured below

Lawrence Johnson Lifetime Achievement
Award presented by his son Larry Johnson.
This was followed by a reception sponsored
by Landsbanki and Iceland Naturally with
entertainment by Bogomil Font from
Iceland.

Saturday mornings’ INL meeting heard
reports from INL Directors followed by an
informative presentation of the Snorri
Program. Former participants entertained
and informed us of their adventures and
experiences. Dr. Beverly Anderson (Snorri
Plus) and Beth McReynolds and Brandur
Leach of the Snorris gave excellent reports
of their experiences in Iceland.



Remarks from Asta So6l and Almar Grimsson about the Snorri Program
and Wanda Anderson (Snorri West) were well received. Holly Ralph taught a
Web Training session to help people use the all important internet.

The Calgary Junior Fiddlers entertained at lunch time on Saturday. They were
the hit of the convention.

On Saturday afternoon there was time to attend two of four concurrent session.
They were:

1. “Digging up your Roots”

Nelson Gerrard offered an updated look at the art of

recording your Icelandic heritage. Through his

experience and expertise, he shared insights into

both old and new sources, techniques and formats

that breathe life into Family History. Nelson at right.

2. “Pulling the Wool over Your Eyes”

Margrét Geppert led us through: the history of

knitting and other hand crafts in Iceland. This

session featured information about wool, yarns,

carding, spinning, knitting and crocheting. There was instruction and practice in
‘Knitting the Icelandic Way”.

3. “Tell Me a Story, Sing Me a Song”

Karen Gummo, a professional story teller, gave us tips and guidelines to help
hone family stories and make them more alluring to listeners. They also listened
to some parts of the sagas and joined in with songs and verses.



4, “Why Not Icelandic”
Gudrun Jorundsdottir told the basics of speaking and reading Icelandic. This
session gave a refresher or a start to mastering pronunciation and grammatr,

Saturday morning was the opening of the Silent Auction. Saturday evening,
Ingunn Benedikisson and a string trio entertained in the foyer prior to the
banquet. The meal was Alberta beef and enjoyed by most. Special meals were
provided for those unable to eat meat. The keynote speaker for the evening was
Einar Kristinn Gudfinnsson, Icelandic Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries. The
group from Landsbanki also spoke. Walter Sopher was presented with a plague
of Appreciation for his many years (8) serving on the executive of the INL. The
Silent Auction closed at 10 p.m. with many items offered for bid and many
contented winners taking home their prize. The evening ended with Memory
Lane playing old time and modern music for listening and dancing pleasure.

Icelandicguests with the Co-ordinators of the Conve ntion: Asta Sél Kristjansdottir, Gary
Oddleifson, Sigran J. borisdattir, Einar K. Gudfinn sson, Halldér Arnason,
Margaret Grisdale, Almar Grimsson and Gwen Mann

The convention ended Sunday
morning following the business of
the INL at the Annual General
Meeting. A new slate of officers
was presented with  Gerri
McDonald elected President.
The picture to the right is of
retiring past president of the INL
Walter Sopher with incoming
president Gerri McDonald.

Following the AGM, LEIC volunteers drove a small group of sight-seers out to
see the Drumheller Badlands and the Tyrrell Dinosaur Museum.



Honourary Members of the 2008 INL convention in Cal  gary at the Westin Hotel

Back row: Dr. Hallgrimur Benediktsson, Andrew Ande rson, Brent Grisdale, Larry
Johnson, Garry Oddleifson and Lorne Bjarnason. Fro nt row: Carol Blyth, Susan
Anderson, Dilla Narfason, Mavis Marteinson and Lind  a Bjarnason

On the evaluation sheets most areas were marked with a 10 and some even put
10+ so the Committee really felt extremely proud about the whole convention. 47
members of the Leif Eiriksson Icelandic Club volunteered their time to make this
the best convention ever. Thank you to Iris Torfason, Gwen Mann, Carol
Einarson-Bruvall, Karl Torfason and Drew Anderson for researching and
organizing the History of Icelandic Albertans which was put on a DVD for viewing
at the convention. This is an ongoing project. Helene Goodman needs to be
commended for her art of negotiating with the Westin Hotel to get us the best
price possible for the rooms and the meals. Well done, Helene. The facilities
were superb and we commend the Westin Staff for meeting all our needs so
efficiently and cheerfully.

Photo credits in this article belong to Karl Torfas on, Gwen Mann and Margaret Grisdale

Submitted June 16, 2008 by
Gwen Mann and Margaret Grisdale
2008 INL Convention Co-coordinators



